
Contents

Preface ix
Abbreviations xii

Bibliographical abbreviations xii
Ancient literature xii

Introduction xv
Michael F. Bird: the Christian view on the birth of

Christianity xv
James G. Crossley: the secular view on the birth of

Christianity xvii

1 The historical Jesus 1
James G. Crossley 1

Jesus growing up 2
Kingdom of God 5
Law and conflict 6
Jesus’ last week 9
Who was Jesus? – Healer and exorcist? Son of Man? 

Son of God? Messiah? 12
Conclusions 16

Michael F. Bird 17
The historical Jesus 17
The virgin conception 18
Miracles 21
The message of Jesus: the kingdom and the king 24
Did Jesus think that he was God? 28
Conclusions 32

Response from James G. Crossley 33
Law and kingdom 33
Historicity and miracles 34
Christology and self-understanding 35

Further reading 37

2 The resurrection 38
Michael F. Bird 38

The burial and empty tomb 39

v

9780281058501_1_pre.qxd  17/07/2008  01:01PM  Page v



The appearances 44
Resurrection as the cause of Christianity 48
Conclusions 49

James G. Crossley 51
The resurrection did not take place 52
Some common evangelical arguments 59
Conclusions 63

Response from Michael F. Bird 64
Worldview and historical explanations 64
The empty tomb 66
Resurrection appearances 67

Further reading 69

3 The apostle Paul 70
James G. Crossley 70

Paul and the Law 70
Paul and the emergence of the non-observance of the Law 73
The Law in Paul’s theology 77
Paul and the figure of Christ 81

Michael F. Bird 85
The road to Damascus 85
Law and righteousness 89
Did Paul think that Jesus was God? 94
Conclusions 96

Response from James G. Crossley 97
Law and conflict 97
The incident at Antioch 99
Paul and the divinity of Christ 100

Further reading 102

4 The Gospels 103
Michael F. Bird 103

The beginnings of the Gospels 104
How reliable are the Gospel traditions? 106
History and theology in the Fourth Gospel 110
Four Gospels and one Jesus? 113
Conclusions 115

James G. Crossley 116
Mark’s Gospel, the Law and Gentiles 117
Matthew’s Gospel, the Law and Gentiles 120
Luke’s Gospel, the Law and Gentiles 123

Contents

vi

9780281058501_1_pre.qxd  17/07/2008  01:01PM  Page vi



Christology and the Synoptic Gospels 124
The distinctive contribution of John’s Gospel 128

Response from Michael F. Bird 132
The Jewish Law and the Gospel of Mark 132
Christologies of the Gospels 134

Further reading 136

5 Earliest Christianity 137
James G. Crossley 137

Monotheism and empire 138
What do we mean by ‘monotheism’? 139
Pagan monotheism 140
Monotheism and the empires 142
The origins of Christian monotheism 147

Michael F. Bird 152
Why did Christianity become predominantly gentile? 153
Why did Christianity split from Judaism? 154
Why did Christianity win over the Roman empire? 159
Was Christianity influenced by pagan religions? 159
When did Jesus become God? 161
Conclusions 163

Response from James G. Crossley 164
The function of ‘Judaism’ 164
Historical explanation 165
Hellenists 166
Pagans and monotheism 167
Dating divinity 169

Further reading 170

6 Responses from other Jesus experts 171
Response to James G. Crossley by Scot McKnight 171

Jesus 173
Jesus’ kingdom vision 174
Christology 175
Jesus and his death 177
Earliest Christianity 177
Formation of an ecclesial community 178
Death, resurrection and Spirit 179
Linguistic turn 181
Behaviours 181
Conclusion 182

Contents

vii

9780281058501_1_pre.qxd  17/07/2008  01:01PM  Page vii



Response to Michael F. Bird by Maurice Casey 183
The earliest witnesses 183
Four canonical Gospels 183
Miracles 186
Virgin birth and resurrection 191
The Jesus of history and the Christ of faith 194
Conclusions 194

7 Final reflections 195

Index of biblical and ancient texts 197
Index of modern authors 205

Contents

viii

9780281058501_1_pre.qxd  17/07/2008  01:01PM  Page viii


