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The study of ancient Near Eastern history in general has become
a highly complex matter involving unfamiliar original languages,
a long series of important archaeological discoveries, and an appre-
ciation of the characteristics that distinguish the Oriental outlook
on life from its Western counterpart. Because the Hebrews drew to a
large extent upon the contemporary cultural patterns of Near Eastern
life, the history of the Israelites can best be understood by placing
the narratives of the Old Testament against a background of what
is known about the culture and archaeology of the period covered.

The present work is an attempt to trace the outline of this history
and to bring such cultural, archaeological, and sociological discoveries
to bear upon the Old Testament narratives as will illumine some
of the more obscure events, and place others firmly within the frame-
work of ancient Near Eastern life. There are numerous unanswered
questions connected with the history of Old Testament times, of
course, and while modern archaeological discoveries have done much
to clarify and resolve certain difficulties, they have as yet been unable
to provide a final answer to some of the more pressing problems
with which the student of Old Testament times is confronted. The
author has endeavored to outline these difficulties when they occur
as fairly as possible without imposing an undue burden of detail
upon the text.

For permission to reproduce short quotations from copyright works
the author wishes to express his grateful thanks to the following: to
the University of Chicago Press for permission to reprint sections
from A. Heidel, The Gilgamesh Epic and Old Testament Parallels
(second edition, 1949), A. Heidel, The Babylonian Genesis (second
edition, 1951), and D. D. Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria
and Babylonia (two volumes, 1926); to Princeton University Press
for permission to quote from J. Finegan, Light From the Ancient
Past (1949), and J. B. Pritchard (Ed.), Ancient Near Eastern Texts
Relating to the Old Testament (1950); to the American Philosoph-
ical Society for their kindness in allowing the use of copyright ma-
terial in S. N. Kramer, Sumerian Mythology (1947 edition), origi-
nally published in Volume 21 of the Memoirs of the Society, and to
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Dr. Kramer himself for his ready consent; to Dr. G. E. Wright for
permission to use material contained in various numbers of The
Biblical Archaeologist; to the Clarendon Press of Oxford for their
kindness in permitting the use of material in S. L. Caiger, Bible and
Spade (1936); to Ventnor Publishers Inc. for their readiness to
allow quotations from C. H. Gordon, Introduction to Old Testament
Times (1953); and to Messrs. Ernest Benn Ltd. for permission to
quote from C. L. Woolley, Ur of the Chaldees (1950 edition).

I wish to express my gratitude to Principal Leslie Hunt of Wy-
cliffe College for his encouragement during the preparation of this
work, and to Mrs. W. A. Holmes, who came so willingly to my aid
and typed out the manuscript with great speed and accuracy. I wish
to express my gratitude to Mr. Bruce A. Easson and his associates
for so generously supplying me with photographs of artifacts in the
Royal Ontario Museum, and to Mr. Cornelius Lambregtse and the
staff of the Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company for the care
taken in the production of this book. Finally my thanks are due
to the Rev. Norman Green, Assistant Director of the McLaughlin
Planetarium, Toronto, for his skill and patience in correcting the
proofs.
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